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The Ohio College Initiative,  
A Program of Drug-Free Action Alliance 
From its inception in 1996, the Ohio College 
Initiative’s objective has been to reduce high-risk 
drinking and increase student wellness through 
campus/community collaborations and the 
implementation of strategies to promote healthier 
campus environments. 
 
Denison President Dr. Knobel,  
Chair of the Ohio College Initiative  
Denison University President Dale T. Knobel, Ph.D. serves as the 2007-08 Chair of the Ohio 
College Initiative. His continued commitment to student wellness and reducing high-risk and 
underage drinking on college campuses has led Ohio to the national forefront on this crucial 
issue.            

Drug-Free Action Alliance  
Drug-Free Action Alliance is a statewide nonprofit organization founded 
in 1987.  Its mission is to provide leadership and foster networks to 
promote safe and drug free communities throughout Ohio. The agency 
leads the Ohio College Initiative by providing trainings and technical 
assistance to project directors from each member college and university.  
A working rapport is established between all colleges, state agencies, 
national organizations and Drug-Free Action Alliance to assist partner 
campuses identify their individual needs while providing technical 
support on evidence-based environmental approaches to address  
high-risk alcohol consumption. 
 
The U.S. Department of Education Provides the Initiative’s 
Framework 

The guidance for this collaborative, environmental approach comes from the U.S. Department of 
Education’s Higher Education Center for Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse and Violence 
Prevention. Additionally, recommendations from the Task Force of the National Advisory 
Council on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism creates an overarching framework that develops 
effective and science-based prevention efforts to include individuals, as well as those at-risk or 
alcohol dependent drinkers, the student body as a whole and the college campus and surrounding 
community. 
 
Reducing High–Risk Drinking Through Environmental Strategies 
The Ohio College Initiative focuses on forming campus/community coalitions that work together 
to change the alcohol-related campus culture by promoting a comprehensive approach that uses 
five domains for environmental management. 
 
 

 

 
Denison President Knobel 

and Surgeon General Galson 
 

Highlights of the year: 
·  The U.S. Surgeon General Visit 
·  College/Universities Recommit 
·  Initiative Grows to 44 Colleges 



 
 
            Drug-Free Action Alliances funds for the  
             Ohio College Initiative come through the  
Ohio Department of Alcohol &Drug Addiction Services. 
 
          www.DrugFreeActionAlliance.org 
 
 

 
US Surgeon General at Denison University 

 

United States Surgeon General Address College Presidents 
Acting United States Surgeon General, RADM Steven K. 
Galson, visited Denison University for the Ohio College 
Initiative Presidents’ Luncheon on February 27.  Nearly 30 
presidents and top university administrators gathered to hear the 
Surgeon General’s message regarding the challenges and importance of reducing underage 
drinking on college campuses.  In 2007, the Surgeon General’s office issued A Call to Action to 
Prevent and Reduce Underage Drinking to focus on the health and well-being of our nation’s 
youth. His message conveyed the important role of colleges in this public health issue. 
 
Training Opportunities for Campus Project Directors 
Drug-Free Action Alliance held two trainings for all project directors this year, in addition to two 
seminars targeted specifically to the needs of colleges with enrollment under 5,000.  One training 
featured Roger W. Hartman, a Public Health Analyst from the National Institute of Alcohol 
Abuse and Alcoholism, in a day long session entitled “College & Underage Drinking:  What the 
Science Tells Us.”  The other training consisted of roundtable discussions on relevant topics and 
a dialogue with the Chief of Prevention from the Ohio Department of Alcohol and Drug 
Addiction Services. 
 

Member Colleges & Universities 
Ashland University Marietta College University of Cincinnati 
Baldwin-Wallace College Miami University University of Dayton 
Bluffton College Mount Union College University of Findlay 
Bowling Green State U. Muskingum College University of Rio Grande 
Capital University Oberlin College University of Toledo 
Cleveland State University Ohio Dominican College Urbana University 
Columbus College of Art & Design Ohio Northern University Ursuline College - new 
Defiance College Ohio University Walsh University 
Denison University Ohio Wesleyan University Wilberforce University  - new 
Heidelberg College Otterbein College Wilmington College 
Hiram College Shawnee State University Wittenberg University 
John Carroll University The College of Wooster Wright State University 
Kent State University The Ohio State University Xavier University 
Kenyon College Tiffin University Youngstown State University 
Lake Erie College University of Akron  

 

Five Domains for Environmental Strategies 
1. Restrict marketing and promotion of alcohol 
2. Improve social, recreational and academic options 
3. Limit alcohol availability 
4. Increase consistent enforcement of laws and policies 
5. Create a health-promoting environment 

 


