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Marijuana as Medicine: Not a Legislative or Voter Decision

(Columbus, Ohio) - Efforts are currently being discussed to legalize marijuana as medicine in the
state of Ohio.

Drug-Free Action Alliance and the Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention Association of Ohio
(ADAPAO) do not support the legalization of marijuana as medicine based on legislative or voter
initiative. Rather, marijuana should be subject to the same research, consideration and study as
any other potential medicine, under the standards of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration
(FDA).

Voter or legislative initiative does not meet the scientific standards for approval of medicine.
Consideration of marijuana as medicine should be treated with the same logical, rational
approach as any other drug that has demonstrated health and safety risks. Anything less puts the
health and safety of the general public at risk.

The research on the efficacy of marijuana as medicine is limited. The FDA, along with most
national medical associations (including the American Medical Association, American Academy of
Pediatrics, National Institutes of Health, Institute of Medicine, American Cancer Society, National
Cancer Institute and the National Multiple Sclerosis Society) does not support smoked marijuana
as medicine.

Leading medical organizations note that safer treatment options exist. And in fact, a synthetic
version of marijuana (Marinol) is already approved under the guidelines of the FDA.

Marijuana is classified as a Schedule | drug, which means it has high potential for abuse, has no
currently accepted medical use and lacks accepted safety for use under medical supervision. In
the interest of public health and safety, more research is needed on identifying the chemicals
within marijuana with any medical benefits, the associated health and safety risks, appropriate
dosage levels and safe methods of reaching the intended user.

For the Drug-Free Action Alliance Marijuana as Medicine Position Paper in full, Click Here.

Drug-Free Action Alliance is a private, non-profit organization that provides leadership to promote
safe and drug free communities throughout Ohio. Programs and initiatives include Ohio Center
for Coalition Excellence, Ohio College Initiative to Reduce High-Risk Drinking, Parent's Who
Host, Lose the Most: Don't be a party to teenage drinking, Know! and Drug-Free 24/7. For more
information please visit: www.DrugFreeActionAlliance.org.
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